In response to Excerpt from Gladwell’s Blink 
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Malcolm Gladwell’s books have always been of interest to me. He has released several psychological self-help non-fiction books about the tips and tricks to improving one’s mental health and cognitive awareness. His book Outlier, is my favorite of his books has valuable lessons on being successful in a variety of fields. I choose to use Gladwell’s book as an example because when I think of non-fiction writing, I think of his books. 

One of the first thing I noticed about this excerpt from Gladwell’s Blinkis that it was so easy to read. Even though the subject of the article was not the most entertaining, I found myself entranced in writing nonetheless. I think one of the reasons why I mysteriously found this excerpt so interesting was the simplicity in the writing. Zinsser talks about simplicity in his book On Writing Well, and when I was reading it at first, I had some hesitations. Zinsser talks about simplistic writing without clutter, a type of writing I thought would result in a very plain and boring read. However, when I read Gladwell’s excerpt, I understood more what Zinsser meant. Gladwell’s writing is clean and simple, yet there is enough detail and narrative in the words that it is still an easy and interesting read.

Another aspect of Gladwell’s excerpt that I think is important to mention is his use of dialogue and interviews throughout the writing. Gladwell gives countless examples to support his point. In five short pages, Gladwell uses at least six examples with dialogue from people that have experiences to support his argument. The use of dialogue is interesting because it is structured inside the paragraphs, for support rather than evidence. His use of dialogue is so flawless that I barely realized he was using so many different examples. He used the dialogue as a voice in the writing and through the various interviews or quotations, Gladwell is able to prove his point without actually saying much himself. I think it is worth noting that the voices in the excerpt also make it more captivating and interesting to read because the information is not all coming from one place. When Gladwell does actually input his own voice in the narrative, it is first person, symmetrical to the quotations from the other people he interviewed. All in all, I do see a lot of Zinsser’s advice in Gladwell’s writing. The excerpt is simple and to the point, without a lot of clutter and has a unique style. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE A RESPOND! 

SAMPLE FOR A RESPOND : 

I'm on this tennis high right now due to the U.S. Open, so the beginning of Gladwell's chapter grabbed my attention. However, shortly after that, it was lost. I found myself having to go back to reread sections because I lost my focus. I do feel like there's a lot of clutter in his writing. It could be simplified. But, I could be misreading it as Gladwell's writing style. There also wasn't a lot of clarity within his work. I was easily confused with his concepts of snap judgments and rapid cognition. However, again, I just might be misreading his work.








"To Teach: The Journey of a [Wordy] Teacher" - Crider
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William Ayers' short novel To Teach: The Journey of a Teacher reveals just that. He discusses his own experiences in multiple different classrooms, and from that, he advises future teachers on what to expect and how to go about teaching.

I was completely indulged in Ayers' words as soon as I started reading. Most likely because I want to become a teacher, so I figured I should pay close attention to what he was telling me. His words are true and meaningful. As a reader, I can tell that he has a strong passion for this profession. It's clear that he cares about the future of teaching.

I can dissect Ayers' novel with the help of William Zinsser's novel On Writing Well. In part one of Zinsser's novel, he discusses the do's and don'ts of writing. He rambles on for pages about editing; specifically, he discusses the importance of getting rid of clutter. After reading that section, I went back to reread the first chapter of Ayers' novel. It became clear to me that Ayers could use a lesson or two from Zinsser about wordiness. His chapter is incredibly repetitive and could benefit from a few changes.

However, I also believe that Ayers does a great job in terms of Zinsser's approach to writing to an audience. It is highly likely that Ayers could receive negative comments about his writing because of his tendency to point out the flaws in modern education. For example, Ayers calls out a specific teacher who cared more about following the curriculum than she did about making sure her students were understanding and mastering the material.

Along with that, Ayers topic isn't necessarily a popular one to begin with. Education is, unfortunately, a dying craft. Less and less people are deciding to go into the field because of multiple reasons, so for Ayers to still choose to write about this topic means that he is still writing for himself. He is voicing what he cares about, and that is something that Zinsser stresses.

Overall, I still thoroughly enjoy Ayers short novel because of its honesty and bluntness; however, in terms of writing, Zinsser would probably say that it could be fixed, but I'd like for you to make the decision for yourself.

Excerpt from Ayers "To Teach" (Pages 4-6 are my personal favorite)


MAKE A RESPOND ALSO TO THIS ONE. SHORT REPLY. 
SAMPLES FOR RESPONDS: 

ONE
1. First, the irony of "[Zinsser] rambles on for pages about editing; specifically, he discusses the importance of getting rid of clutter" is really, really funny. 

Second, I would love to know your thoughts vis a vis Zinsser's comments on style--he says something in the fourth chapter to the effect that the writers who have mastered the foundations of their craft are free to build their houses back up. Do you feel that Ayer's writing is truly cluttered, or does he have an earned style that makes him a bit wordier than Zinsser would prefer from a beginner?
Reply
2. [image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/zFdxGE77vvD2w5xHy6jkVuElKv-U9_9qLkRYK8OnbDeJPtjSZ82UPq5w6hJ-SA=s35]


TWO
I love this book so far. I'm glad Dr. Taylor is making us read it. Ayers's style works because of his enthusiasm and love of teaching. As the reader, you can tell that he's genuine because he is a teacher talking about his own experiences in the classroom. Zinsser emphasizes in his book that the author's enthusiasm for a topic holds the reader's attention. Zinsser also mentions that being genuine is a significant part of your writing style. I do agree that Ayers is a bit repetitive and his stories are lengthy. It takes a while for him to get to the point of the story he is telling. Zinsser would agree that some of Ayers's writing is cluttered.

 


(PLEASE MAKE IT EASY WORDS BECAUSE AM INTERNATIONAL!) 
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